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December 29,2004 

JAN.- 5 2005 

Santa Barbara News Press 
P.O. Box 1359 
Santa Barbara, CA 93102 
Attention: AI Bonowitz, Commentary on Travel 

Thank you Mr. Bonowitz: 

I'm writing in response t o  your article that appeared on Sunday, December 26'h. "Keep Skies 
Friendly ... and Quiet.' Allow me t o  express my opinion. Cell phones are wonderful, especially in an 
emergency or when stuck in t raf f ic  and there is a need to  notify loved ones. I own a cell phone, 
but never use it while driving -I pull o f f  t o  the side, unless t raf f ic  is a t  a standstill. I limit my 
calls and use only as needed. Conversations are kept in a quietvoice. I do not feel the urgency to  
wear an earpiece 15 hours a day for fear of  missing a call. What did we do before cell phones? 
Your article mentions that the FCC is considering allowing cell phone use during commercial 
flights. Why would they even consider subjecting passengers to  further discomfort? Have they 
gone mad? I n  addition to  keeping the skies quiet, I really wish you had included trains, buses - 

other form of public transportation. A recent experience almost brought my mother t o  the 
point of slugging a fellow passenger while riding on a Greyhound bus. During the e 2 # hour 
commute from Santa Barbara to  Hollywood, CA, some thoughtless, big mouth, young woman 
talked in a =loud voice, not only while seated, but also walking up and down the aisle!! Her 
conversations were nothing but gossip about vurious individuals, and intimate details about her 
personal sex l i fe with various partners. This was only one person yelling on a cell phone - there 
were others, but she had the biggest mouth. I t  was a most unpleasant tr ip leading t o  a migraine 
headache and frayed nerves. I'd hate t o  think what would happen on an international flight!! 
Over the years, I've come to  the conclusion, that the majority of  cell phone users are 
insensitive, big mouth, deaf clods. They lack any respect for the peace, quite, privacy of  others, 
and YELL, not talk about trivia, intimate details that should be discussed privately. I do not 
apologize for coming across angry, the fac t  is, I AM. I'm sick and tired o f  these Big Mouth 
Clods that are so into themselves. They need to  learn manners, consideration towards others, 
and cell phone etiquette. I'm sure there are many that share my views. Hopefully they wil l  write 
to  you and/or put pressure on the FCC to  rethink the seriousness of allowing cell phone usage on 
airlines (and other public transportation). 

,,Sincerel$, ~ 

d' 6272 Del Valle Drive, Los An\geles, CA 90048 
cc: Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communication Commission 

q!y lZih St. SW, Washington, D.C. 20554 



143 Cranes Lake Drive 

Phonflax: (904) 543-8158 

December 2 8 ,  2 0 0 4  

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Cell Phones on Airlines 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Please do not allow ce II Dhone use on airolanes ! 

1. It has not been proved that it does not interfere with 
airline communications. 

2. Airline travel is difficult enough - long lines at  check in, 
crowded seating, stuffy, dehydrating air. People are 
irritated enough with this! 

Allowing cell phone use will be another major irritant in 
traveling. It is one of the few places one can have some peace 
and quiet! 

I have a cell phone myself, but I can wait until I land to  use it! And 
so can all those cell phone-addicted folks (just like all the tobacco- 
addicted folks)! 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Katrinka Walter 


